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Breslau; nevertheless, the Division upheld its tradition and
despite terrible losses, carried most of its objectives. The
Indian Brigade on its left greatly distinguished itself; here also
our troops suffered heavily, owing to the lack of high explosive
shell, and the advance was held up by undamaged strong points.
At the time we only knew that at nightfall the net result of
the battle was a gain of 250-500 yards on a mile front; the
losses of the 8th Corps amounted to 4,500 officers and men out
of 16,000 engaged, and the French had about 2,000 casualties.

The third battle of Krithia had achieved no more than its
predecessors, but there can be no doubt that in the light of our
knowledge today, once again, the issue hung in the balance,
and we narrowly missed capturing Achi Baba.

Early in the afternoon, although both flanks were held up,
our centre had pierced the enemy's front to a considerable
depth.   The 29th Division and the Lancashire Territorkls had
taken about 500 prisoners, and the Territorials were on the slope
of Achi Baba, with only about one trench between them and its
summit.    According to the military historian, at this critical
moment there were 18 battalions in reserve; had these or some
of them, been thrown into the gap made by the 42nd Division,
decisive results might well have been achieved.   But in  those
early days of trench warfare, " the broad principle of using
reserves to exploit successes, rather than to redeem failures, had
not been established,"  and the British and  French   Corps
Commanders concentrated on attempting to capture the positions
which had resisted the first assault, nothing being done to rein-
force the centre.   Eventually the Lancashire Territorials suffered
cruel losses, withdrawing from the exposed position they had so
gallantly won.

According to Turkish official accounts, their losses amounted
to between 9,000 and 10,000, and the situation was regarded as
highly critical on the night of 4th June. Turkish and German
accounts definitely state that if the British had continued the
attack the next day, the results would have been disastrous.
" But neither the British nor the French had the power to renew
the attack for many days to come, and the Turks were again
given time to organise a new line."*

* e< Military Operations," Vol. It, pages 51-53.